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post–emergency care through expanded coordina-
tion with a series of follow–up care aspects, in-
crease the supply of inpatient psychiatric beds and 
alternative care settings, and expand alternative 
treatment methods such as tele–psychiatric support 
and peak period crisis clinics, among others. 

The Physician Assistant Higher Education Modern-
ization Act of 2021 (H.R. 2274) was also introduced 
by Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) and would: reinstate 
authorities to make certain Stafford Loans available 
to PAs and others; make PAs eligible for certain in-
centives when serving as primary care providers or 
faculty members through loan forgiveness pro-
grams; provide grant eligibility for PA programs at 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and 
Predominantly Black Institutions; prioritize PA 
postbaccalaureate opportunities for Hispanic 
Americans; and support matriculation and PA edu-
cation programs at rural serving institutions of 
higher education.  

Mobile Health Clinics 

The Maximizing Outcomes through Better Invest-
ments in Lifesaving Equipment for (MOBILE) 
Health Care Act (S. 958) was introduced by Sen. 

Jacky Rosen (D–NV) and Sen. Susan Collins (R–

ME) and would expand the allowable use criteria 
in the New Access Points Grant program to include 
part–time mobile clinics and renovation, acquisi-
tion, and new construction of health centers within 
the program to increase access to affordable, acces-
sible, quality health care services in rural and un-
derserved communities.  

Broadband 

The Broadband Parity Act of 2021 (S. 
1884) introduced by Sen. Jacky Rosen (D–

NV) and Sen. Shelley Capito (R–WV) and would 
direct the FCC to coordinate with federal agencies 
to establish a baseline level of service internet pro-
viders must provide customers when offering ser-
vice via a federal broadband support program in 
order to increase access to uniform and reliable in-
ternet service. 

The Broadband Reform and Investment to Drive 

Growth in the Economy (BRIDGE) Act of 2021 (S. 

2071) was introduced by Sen. Michael Bennet (D–

CO), Sen. Angus King (I–ME), and Sen. Rob Port-

man (R–OH) and would provide $40 billion to 

States, Tribal Governments, and U.S. Territories, 

prioritizing unserved, underserved, and high–cost 
areas to ease access to affordable, high–speed 

broadband with “future proof” networks that strive 

to meet the long–term needs of communities. 

The Nationwide Dig Once Act (H.R. 3703) was re-
introduced by Reps. Anna G. Eshoo (D-CA), Da-

vid McKinley (R-WV), and Antonio Delgado (D-

NY) and would mandate the inclusion of the 

”broadband conduit” – plastic pipes which house 
fiber-optic communications cables – during the con-

struction of any road receiving federal funding in 

areas that lack broadband, such as rural and un-

served communities. The legislation was included 
in the INVEST in America Act (H.R. 3684), the sur-

face transportation reauthorization legislation that 

passed the House July 1. 

The Accelerating Rural Broadband Deployment Act 
(H.R. 3970) was introduced by Rep. John Curtis (R-

UT) and Rep. Tom O’Halleran (D-AZ) and would 

grant federal agencies the ability to approve a li-

cense of occupancy – no longer than 30 years but 
renewable - authorizing the deployment of the 

equipment required to deploy broadband service 

on a federal right-of-way, and mandate a 60-day 

limit to respond to a broadband permit request. 

National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB)  

The Promote Responsible Oversight and Targeted 

Employee background Check Transparency for 

Seniors (PROTECTS) Act (S. 2214) was introduced 

by Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Sen. Jacky Rosen 

(D-NV) and would ease the process of accessing 

the NPDB, which maintains record of malpractice 

settlements and adverse actions in a health profes-

sional’s history, for care providers like nursing 
homes and home health agencies. 

(Legislative News continued from page 18) 
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